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Town/City: § Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 1895 State Highway 

Historic Name: Seth & Rebecca Paine House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 

Date of Construction: 1830 

Source: censuses, vital records 

Style/Form: Federal/end house 

Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: stone, concrete 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard & wood shingle/wood 
Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Garage, shed 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Wings added, north side & rear ca. 1911 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 1.248 


Setting: The house and associated buildings are situated 
on the State Highway amid dense roadside development 
comprised of historic properties and more recent summer 
cottages. 


Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer 


Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 
Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Seth & Rebecca Paine House, built ca. 1830 and enlarged in ca. 1911, is a two-story wood frame single dwelling with a 
crosswing plan. The front-gable fagade contains an entrance with sidelights and transom on the north side offset by two 
windows; three windows in the second story are aligned with the openings below and a single attic window is centered in the 
gable. The corners of the fagade are distinguished by pilasters, and the gable has thin entablatures along the raking edges that 
return across their tops. The eaves along the sides of the building have short friezes into which the second-story window 
headers are engaged. There are two widely-spaced windows on the south side between which is the dividing partition between 
the principal rooms and containing a central chimney for hearths. Where it is exposed, the north side wall is blank corresponding 
with a staircase within. The majority of the north wall is covered by a two-story cross-gable wing added ca.1911 and likely 
replacing a smaller kitchen wing. Having a concrete foundation and wood shingle siding, the east facade of the wing has 
windows on both levels and a shed dormer in the roof. A chimney in the north gable end was likely for fireplaces within. The 
wing’s gable end is trimmed in a manner similar to the front gable, and the wall contains two windows on each story and a single 
attic window in the gable. A door and paired widows on the first story of the rear (west) wall indicate the location of a kitchen. 
There are two windows in the second story and another shed dormer in the roof. An oriel window and an exterior brick chimney 
have been added to the rear wall of the original house, and a one-story living room wing with a fireplace and open porch was 
added to the southwest corner. 


The house is sited on a promontory overlooking a expansive lawn sweeping down east to the highway. An open yard behind the 
house contains a detached one-car garage and at least two sheds. A driveway enters the property from Hoffman Lane. The 
southern and western sections of the parcel are wooded. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Early property histories are vague for 1895 State Highway, which originated with the lands Ebenezer Paine (1765-1845) and his 
wife Sarah Smith Paine (1769-1842) purchased on the west side of the state highway in South Eastham from the estate of the 
late mariner Joseph Snow in 1830." It included among other parcels Joseph Snow’s homestead and two-acre lot at 35 Governor 
Prence Road (EAS.600). The 1858 map of Eastham, the first to show house footprints and to ascribe names to them, indicates 
that Ebenezer conveyed portions of the land to his sons Joshua (1799-1878) and Seth (1803-67); his son Elkanah (1806-84) 
took possession of the Snow homestead. Seth Paine’s name appears to be attached to what is known to have been his home at 
1895 State Highway (EAS.23). Joshua’s house was depicted further back at what now appears to be 60 Hoffman Road 
(EAS.774). Historical accounts suggest that the house at 275 Country Lane (EAS.768) was moved to Joshua Paine’s farm in 
1890. 


The 1830 Eastham census enumerated Ebenezer and his son Joshua consecutively suggesting that one of the houses on the 
tract belonged to the father. Seth was 27 years of age at the time and counted in his father’s household. He married Rebecca 
Knowles (1809-82) of Eastham in 1830 and in the 1840 census Seth Paine is listed with six persons in his household next to his 
brother Joshua and his father Ebenezer. There is a footprint of a second dwelling at the 1895 State Road address that may 
represent the domicile of either the son or father. There is also an unusually large open space between the State Road house 
and the highway where it may have been located. The 1850 census recorded Joshua with a farm of 20 improved and 10 
unimproved acres with one horse, one milch cow, one “other cattle” and one sheep. Seth’s farm had 20 improved and 7 
unimproved acres with 2 horses, 2 milch cows, 2 “other cattle” and 1 sheep. Elkanah’s farm had 16 improved and 2 unimproved 
acres indicating that Ebenezer Paine provided equally for his sons. That Seth had twice as many animals may be because he 
possessed his father’s livestock as well. In addition to farming, Joshua was a shoemaker and Seth was a blacksmith. 


By 1850 Seth Paine owned $1331 in real property. At that time Paine’s only sons Elijah, the eldest, and William were both at 
sea. Between 1832 and 1850 the Paines had eight children, and between 1857 and 1865 the couple lost all of them to 
consumption. By 1865 they took in their nephew Micah S. Paine (1826-1911), son of Seth’s older brother Joshua, and his family 
to the 1895 State Highway house. 


1 Samuel Snow, administrator estate Joseph Snow, to Ebenezer Paine, 22 February 1830, BCD 5:118. 
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Micah Paine was a blacksmith and had married Hannah M. Crosby of Orleans in March 1855; when the state census was 
compiled that year they were living in the household of his father, his mother Deborah Sherman Paine, and his sisters Sarah, 
Deborah, and Lydia. In 1860 Micah Paine and his wife are shown in their own household in this neighborhood, and in 1863 they 
had a son, Franklin, and a daughter, Alice Augusta. From 1863 until he died in 1867, Seth Paine had been Eastham’s 
postmaster. In his will he left his property to his widow Rebecca and after her death left to his nephew Micah ““the rooms in my 
dwelling house he now occupies, also the field adjoining my dwelling house.” He died in January 1867, and in July 1869 
Rebecca Knowles Paine sold to Micah Paine 1.5 acres with the house, barn, and outbuildings but reserved to herself as long as 
she lived “the parlor on the lower floor, bed room and back rooms, the Bedroom upstairs that opens out of the Entry upstairs with 
the privilege of using the front door entry space and the outbuildings for fuel and land around the dwelling house necessary for 
housekeeping in every particular.” Oddly, Rebecca Paine was not a member of the 1895 State Highway household in 1870, 
though by 1880 she is shown in her own household next to that of Micah Paine and his family; the 1880 Eastham map attaches 
“M. Paine” to two adjacent houses, one 1895 State Highway and another just to its west. The widowed Rebecca Knowles Paine 
might have lived in this other house until she died in Eastham in 1882. 


After his father’s death, Micah S. Payne became Eastham’s postmaster, and he is shown with that job in the 1870 census. He 
and his wife Hannah had another son, Joshua Lawrence, in 1868. By 1880 Paine was again listed as a blacksmith in the census. 
In 1900 only Micah Paine, by then farming, his wife, and their daughter Alice were living at 1895 State Highway. Hannah Crosby 
Paine died in January 1904, and the 1910 census shows Micah Paine and his daughter alone in the household. He died in 
March 1911. 


By the time of their father’s death, son Franklin was living in Prescott, Arizona, and son Joshua was living in Andover; the house 
passed to daughter Alice. In 1915 she was a 52-year-old domestic when she married Isaac Paine (1842-1932), who was 74 
years old and her father’s first cousin, a son of Elkanah Paine and his wife Mehitable Knowles. Isaac Paine had left Eastham at 
an early age for Newton, and in 1882 he moved to Brookline and became partners in the heating firm of Mayo and Paine, later 
established (with his brother Henry K. Paine) as Paine Brothers. He had married twice before. The couple lived in Brookline with 
a domestic servant in 1920 and 1930 and probably used 1895 State Highway as a seasonal home. 


Isaac Paine died in 1932, and by 1940 Alice Augusta Paine had returned to 1895 State Highway, where she lived with a nurse 
and a housekeeper. She died in 1942 and left a sizable estate. Her will left $58,0000 in bequests ranging from $5,000 to $500 to 
twenty-two relatives and six charitable organizations, including the New England Home for Little Wanderers, the Salvation Army, 
and Morgan Memorial. The largest bequests went to the family of her brother Joshua Lawrence Paine, who died in 1936. His 
son William D. Paine received $20,000, while his widow Alice and his other sons Lewis S., Elbert O., and Mason L. received 
$5000 each. She left her nephew Lewis S. Paine her Eastham real estate and all its furnishings.° 


Lewis Sherman Paine (1894-1969) was born in North Andover to Joshua Lawrence Paine, a blacksmith like his father, and Alice 
Frances Harris Paine. He worked as a compositor and printer for the Andover Press for nearly all of his working life. Lewis Paine 
served in a Massachusetts machine gun battalion during World War |, and by 1920 he had married Lillian M. Crowe (1892- 
1972). He kept and probably used 1895 State Highway seasonally until 1975, when he subdivided and sold the house and its lot 
to J. Statler and Nancy H. Miller of Wilmington, Delaware.* After J. Statler Miller's death, his widow married Frederick C. Heller, 
and in 2010 she placed the 1895 State Highway property in a family trust. She died in 2017, and in 2018 her daughter Ronnie M. 
Norman, as successor trustee, sold the property to her sister Allison Miller Dunaway of Nashville, Tennessee, and Cindy Miller 
Kepley of Rockwell, North Carolina. They were the owners of record in 2020.° 


? Rebecca Paine to Micah S. Paine, 16 July 1869, BCD 100:264. 
3 “Barnstable Probate Court,” Barnstable Patriot, 24 December 1942. 
4 Lewis S. Paine, Andover, to J. Statler and Nancy H. Miller, Wilmington DE, 26 August 1975, BCD 983:236. 
5 Nancy H. Heller, 1895 Route 6, to Nancy H. Heller, trustee Nancy H. Heller Family Trust, 30 August 2010, BCD 24792:232; Ronnie M. 
Norman, trustee Nancy H. Heller Family Trust, to Allison Miller Dunaway, Nashville TN, and Cindy Miller Kepley, Rockwell NC, 14 June 2018, 
BCD 31339:123. The house is depicted on “Plan of Land in Eastham, Mass. Surveyed for Lewis S. Paine,” August 1955, BCP 124:137, and 
“Division Plan of Land in Eastham, MA Made for Nancy H. Heller,” November 1990, BCP 477:81. 
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The 1955 Paine plan (BCP 124:137) shows the house on more than two acres (above); 
the 1990 Heller plan (BCP 477:81, below) divided the lot and shows the enlarged house 
on Lot 1. Hoffman Lane by then had been platted along the property’s north bound. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 
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View from NW. 
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